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United States Geological Survey (USGS)
Go to the following website:  http://www.usgs.gov/natural_hazards/
Click on “Earthquake Hazards”
1. Look at the “Significant Earthquakes (Past 30 Days)” list on this page.  Answer the following questions:
a. What magnitude on the Richter Scale was the strongest earthquake? _______
b. When was this earthquake? __________________________
c. Where was this earthquake? ______________________________

2. Click on the “Latest Earthquakes” map.  Answer the following questions:
a. Where was the most recent earthquake to occur in the world? _____________________________________________________________________
b. What magnitude on the Richter scale was it? __________________________
c. When AND where did the most recent earthquake in the United States happen? __________________________________________________________________________
d. Has North Carolina experienced any recent earthquakes? ________________
e. What do you think the red lines on the map represent? __________________________________________________________________________
f. What do you think the different colored dots on the map represent? __________________________________________________________________________
g. Click the “Zoom to..” button in the right hand corner of the map and select “World”.  Where do most of the earthquakes in the world happen? ___________________________________________________________________________
h. What is the relationship to the red lines and the earthquake dots for the world? ____________________________________________________________________________
3. Go back to the main page of the “Earthquake Hazards”.  
Click on the “Earthquake” tab at the top of the page.
Click on the “Top 10” icon (Earthquake Top 10 Lists and Maps).
Explore the different links on this page and answer the following questions:
a. What was the deadliest earthquake in the U.S.? __________________________________________________________________________
b. What was the deadliest earthquake in the world? ___________________________________________________________________________
c. What has been the largest earthquake on the Richter Scale? ___________________________________________________________________________
d.  What was the strongest earthquake in North Carolina on the Richter Scale and when did it occur? ___________________________________________________
e. Write one other interesting fact about earthquakes you learned on the USGS website.
