Mineral Property Tests Vocabulary Words

Cleavage- a tendency to break along flat surfaces.

Fracture- a tendency to break into irregular pieces.

Hardness- the resistance of a mineral or other material to being scratched.

Streak Test- color of the powder left behind when a mineral is scraped.

Luster- a way in which light reflects from its surface. Major types of luster are metallic and nonmetallic.

Density- the property of matter representing the mass per unit volume.

Color- after a streak test, a mineral can be identified by the color left behind.

Crystals- a solid substance in which the atoms are arranged in an orderly, repeating, three-dimensional pattern. They can be smooth or rough and well formed or poorly formed.

